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Council 
Follow-Up 

Public Works staff spoke with Xochitl Paderes on February 4, 2009, regarding her 
request to Council for traffic calming measures.  She requested traffic calming on 
Trinity Parkway, Mokelumne, Scott Creek, Cosumnes and Regatta.  All of 
these streets are major collectors with no homes fronting the street; therefore, 

they do not qualify for traffic calming under our current guidelines.  The Public Works 
Director suggested she submit an application and get on the waiting list.  When her neighborhood is at 
the top of the list, staff will evaluate the neighborhood to determine if the streets qualify based on the 
guidelines at that time. 
 

 
Community 

Services 
Community 

Services 
The Youth Advisory Commission held its monthly meeting February 12.  The 
Youth Advisory Commission will be working on their first-ever TeenFest, which is 
planned for May 30.  The Commissioners are also working on future community 
service activities including working with Channel 97 to collaborate on public 

service announcements and volunteering at this year’s Earth Day Festival in April. 
 
The Youth Leadership Academy trip was held Friday, February 13.  This month’s topic was health care.  
The students spent the day at Kaiser Permanente’s Stockton Facility where they were able to tour the 
facility and hear from a variety of different doctors.  Next month’s topic on March 13 will be Arts and 
Culture.   
 

After School Programs 
Program Activity 

Region 3 (North) The City’s ten Lodi Unified School District after school program sites have been 
running well.  Most of the schools are averaging about 90 students per day and 
have waiting lists of students to enroll in the program.  The school sites have been 
busy with arts and craft projects involving both President’s Day and Valentine’s 
day.   
 
Youth Enrichment Services (YES) sites at John Adams, Rio Calaveras and San 
Joaquin work on homework, tutoring, language arts, arts and crafts, sports, games 
and physical activities.  The Municipal Utilities Department’s Stormwater Education 
and Outreach did presentations at Rio Calaveras this week for grades K-3 and 4-6 
on Tuesday and Thursday.  The school sites have been busy with arts and craft 
projects involving both Presidents Day and Valentine’s day.   
 
Stockton Unified School District (SUSD) Step Up sites consist of Hong Kingston, 
Pulliam and Valenzuela.  The school sites work on homework, tutoring, language 
arts, arts and crafts, intramural sports, games and physical activities.   
 
The John Muir Before School Program takes place from 7 to 8:15 a.m.  Thirteen 
participants are enrolled in the program.  John Muir is the City’s one paid after 
school program in the north region.  It is currently at capacity with 60 participants 
enrolled and has a waiting list.  Participants can join the waiting list by contacting 
the Arnold Rue Community Center.   

Region 1 (South) After School Program sites in the southern region are gearing up for their division 
spot in the basketball league. 
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Instructional Classes 
Location Activity 

Oak Park Senior 
Center/Oak Park Ice 
Arena 

Classes continuing at the senior center and at the Oak Park Ice Arena 
this week include Clogging and Round Dance, Baton Twirling and Tap 
Dance, Yoga, Ballroom Dancing, Pre-School Dance and Beginning Ballet. 

Van Buskirk 
Center/Weston Ranch 

A new session of Salsa Aerobics classes began Tuesday and Thursday at 
Weston Ranch High School.  GoJu-Fu-Ken Do (Martial Arts) classes 
continued in Van Buskirk’s Ross Hall on Thursday and Friday evenings. 

 
Oak Park Tennis Center 

Program Activity 
Group Lessons February group tennis lessons began this week.  Two adult level classes have 19 

students registered.  Two junior level classes have 15 students registered. 
Leagues Oak Park Women’s League played on Wednesday. 
Tournaments The Senior Challenge Cup tournament concluded on Sunday.  Over the two day 

tournament, there 51 matches played, with 104 players participating. 
 

Oak Park Senior Center 
Program Activity 

Trips Over 40 travelers left Oak Park Senior Center Thursday for the overnight Snow Train 
trip to Reno, Nevada.  The group left on the bus for Sacramento, where they traveled 
to Reno on Amtrak, spent the evening and day in Reno and returned to Stockton by 
motorcoach. 

Rentals Medcore hosted a lunch seminar for seniors about infectious diseases.  Nurse Nina 
hosted her Diabetes group on Wednesday.  The San Joaquin Umpire’s Association 
met at the center Saturday, February 14 for training.  

Presentations AARP volunteers continue to help seniors with tax preparation on Wednesdays.  
Appointments are booked (except for cancellations) through Wednesday, April 15. 

Daily Activities Salsa got two new dancers.  All activities in the center well attended and enjoyed. 
Membership 2 new members joined and one member renewed. 
Events In the Mood played for the Sunday evening dance, February 8.  The Valentine’s 

dance February 14 featured RB/X.  Staff has begun planning the Spring Fling Arts & 
Craft sale that will be held Saturday, March 21.   

 
Rue Community Center 

Program Activity 
Youth Sports The northern region youth basketball league has 48 teams playing at the McNair 

and Arnold Rue Community Centers.  Coaches are contacting their participants for 
pre-season practices.  Each team will receive two pre-season practices.  Practices 
began Saturday and games are set to start on February 21.  Open Gym time has 
changed to Wednesdays from 3 to 5 p.m. during the youth basketball league to 
accommodate practice times.  Registrations for Outdoor Spring Soccer, Spring 
Baseball and Dodgeball are being accepted until the end of March.  

Senior Program Three new participants have joined the senior program being held at Arnold Rue 
Community Center since the beginning of February.  The senior hot lunch program 
is averaging about 15 people each day since it has returned.  The senior 
needlework group is currently working to make little hats and outfits for newborn 
babies at St. Joseph’s Hospital.   

Facility Rentals Throughout the week the Seifert Community Center and Arnold Rue Community 
Center had a total of six rentals.     
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Van Buskirk Community Center 
Program Activity 

Seniors One of the seniors has signed up for the Ping Pong Tournament and he was 
present for practice on Tuesday afternoon. 

Teens The former teen room is in remodel stage.  Staff is incorporating teens into 
the sports and fitness programs, along with ping pong. 

After School Express Participants used the newspaper and Pennysaver to create an ad to market 
their talents and skills.  Some are great sweepers and make a mean bed! 

Youth Sports Practices for the season have started.  South Region 1 has 28 teams, 244 
players on a standing waiting list and 25 volunteer coaches, many of whom 
will have more than one team to work with this season. 

Rentals Delta National Junior basketball hosted three division basketball games at 
Van Buskirk on Sunday.  The San Joaquin County league held the Junior 
Varsity games on Wednesday.  Ross Hall continues to host a Tuesday 
evening bible study and an afternoon service on Sunday 

 
 
 Fire 

Department  
 
 

Calls for Service 
Feb. 06 – Feb. 12,  2009 
13 Structure Fires 

2 Grass Fires 
9 Vehicle fires 

47 Fire Alarms 
39 Vehicle Accidents 

5 Hazmat Calls 

53 Miscellaneous Calls 

589 Medical calls 

1 Public Works 

758 Total calls 
 

Fire / Arson Investigations 

5 Building fires 

1 Cooking fires (confined to 
containers) 

1 Mobile property (vehicle) fire 
1 Fires in stuctures other than a 

building 
6 Passenger vehicle fire 

4 Outside rubbish, trash or 
waste 

1 Camper or recreational vehicle 
(RV) fire 

1 Trash or rubbish fire 
(contained) 

2 Outside rubbish fire (other) 

1 Dumpster or other outside 
trash receptacle fire 

23 Total Fires 
 

Housing and 
Redevelopment 

Department 

On Tuesday, February 10th, staff implemented the City Council directive to open 
access to 75 monthly parking spaces in the City-owned parking garage beneath 
400 East Main Street in Downtown Stockton.  Monthly spaces are being made 
available for purchase to the general public at the standard rate of $80 per month.  

The monthly parking spaces are leased on a month-to-month basis and may be reclaimed by the City with 
30 days prior notice.  Spaces may be reclaimed as needed to accommodate parking needs for new 
building tenants, current tenants or for other approved City purposes.  
 
Applications for monthly parking will be available weekdays from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the CB Richard 
Ellis Building Management Office, in the first floor lobby at 400 East Main Street.  Each application/payee 
may request up to a maximum of 10 parking spaces.  On April 1, 2009 any spaces remaining from the 
original allocation of 75 will be offered without quantity limitation. 
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Library 
On February 3rd, Dave Rodrigues, the Astro Wizard, brought to the Tracy Branch 
Library a portable planetarium to introduce library patrons to constellations and 
other astronomical wonders.  Sixty-seven patrons, adults and children, participated 

in this educational and fun program.  After seeing and learning about the stars inside the planetarium the 
program continued outside where participants were able to look at the moon and the planet Venus 
through a telescope.  Mr. Rodrigues' program offered an added bonus as participants were able to view a 
space ship, the International Space Station, as it passed over Tracy during the program letting everyone 
see astronomical science in action.  This program is part of the continuing Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory's grant Science Series being presented at the Tracy Branch Library. 
 
A pictorial presentation of African American men and women who came to California during the Gold 
Rush was made on Saturday, Feb. 7, at the Cesar Chavez Central Library.  Around 15 people attended 
the event, offered by Sonora historian and author Sylvia Roberts.  She signed a number of copies of her 
book, "Mining for Freedom: Black History Meets the California Gold Rush."  Featured were not only 
miners and pioneer folk but others who found fortune and success in California. 
 
The Margaret K. Troke Branch Library held a re-opening on Thursday February 5, 2009.  Neighbors and 
other interested people came by to tell the staff how happy they were that the Troke Branch had 
reopened.  Approximately 625 people came to check out and return materials, listen to an impromptu 
performance by Jean Claude Crhi and sample the cookies and lemonade.  Mr. Crhi, a Troke customer, 
will have a complete performance of African Drumming at the Troke Branch on Tuesday, March 10 at 6 
p.m.  The Troke Branch has new hours, following the schedule change of January 1, 2009.  Open hours 
are:  Mondays and Wednesdays 10 a.m.- 6 p.m., Tuesdays and Thursdays 12 p.m. - 8 p.m., Fridays and 
Sundays 1 p.m.-5 p.m. and Saturdays 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
 
On Sunday, February 8, 2009, the Margaret K. Troke Branch Library held a program to celebrate African-
American History Month.  Approximately 37 people attended the program, A Family Remembers When 
We Were Colored on Sunday.  Ginger Rutland and Eva Fields, daughter and granddaughter of author 
Eva Rutland, discussed her book When We Were Colored.  The author was also in attendance.  When 
We Were Colored tells the story of what it was like to be the first black woman in many walks of life.  The 
book was a finalist for the Benjamin Franklin Award.   
 
Several Library staff participated in the San Joaquin A+ Rotary Read-In on Wednesday, February 11. 
Lloyd Jansen and Amy Faylor visited first graders at Fremont School.  Alex Bailey and Suzy Daveluy 
visited kindergartners at Victory and Washington Schools, respectively. Staff shared their love of books 
and reading with students and donated 2 picture books to each class.  A fun time was had by all. 
 
In celebration of Valentine's Day, the Maya Angelou Branch Library hosted a craft program on 
Wednesday, February 11.  Students from ages 8-15 gathered together to make a Friendship Flower craft.  
Library supporter Delia Dávila and daughters showed students how to wrap and decorate their three 
flowers; then the Dávilas provided each participant with a miniature vase to plant the colorful bouquets.  
Students were enthusiastic in their plans to give flowers to special friends and family members.  The 
Friendship Flower craft program is also scheduled for the Fair Oaks Branch Library on Saturday, February 
14.  

 
 

Peacekeepers 
The program manager has been working with officials at Mule Creek Prison on a 
diversion program for youth that is facilitated by inmates who wish to help youth too 
avoid making the poor choices in life they made as youths.  Details are being 
worked out to create a partnership where selected youth from Youth Outreach 

Workers’ caseloads can participate in the one-day program in the future.  
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Stockton Police Department handled 6,670 calls for service, incidents and/or 
reports during the week of February 5 - 11, 2009. 

Police 
Department 

 
 

Gang Enforcement Team (GSET) (Feb. 2 – 8, 2009) 
Action Number 

Field Interviews Conducted 76 
Arrests 12 felony; 2 misdemeanor 
Warrant Arrests 6 felony; 2 misdemeanor 
Traffic Stops 54 
Citations Issued 6 
Cars Towed 3 
Searches 8 probation; 5 parole 
Confiscations 0 marijuana; 3.80 gr. meth;  

0 heroin; 0 rock/cocaine 
Guns 0   GSET has confiscated 1,041 firearms since its inception. 

 
Community Health Action Team (CHAT) is aggressively focusing its efforts on approximately 1,058 vacant 
properties within the City. 
 
Within the last week, the Graffiti Team removed 47,176 square feet of graffiti.  Over 380 additional pieces 
of property were abated, including signal boxes and poles, mail boxes and public signs. 
 
Scheduled inspections of two rental properties resulted in one failing the inspection.  A Violation Warning 
Notice was sent to the property owner informing them of the existing violations.  The remaining property 
was found to be vacant and foreclosed.  Notices to Inspect were posted to 23 properties with inspections 
scheduled to begin on February 25, 2009. 
 
A Patrol Sergeant observed the suspect involved in a hand-to-hand drug transaction.  When he attempted 
to stop the suspect for further investigation, the suspect placed the suspected drugs in his mouth and 
attempted to chew and swallow them.  The suspect was forced to the ground and spit out some of the 
drugs, which later tested presumptive positive for cocaine base.  The suspect was booked into the County 
Jail.   
 
Officers responded to the 2700 block of S. Madison on a report of a burglary in-progress.  Officers 
checked the residence and found it had been broken into and items placed by the back door.  The 
suspects apparently fled just as Officers arrived.  Officers stopped a car leaving the area and detained the 
occupants; another Officer stopped a subject on Fairmont.  Three subjects were transported to the Police 
Department and interviewed.  All three suspects confessed to committing the burglary and were arrested.  
 
Officers spotted a subject loitering in the 1400 block of E. Main.  When they contacted the subject, he 
quickly walked away and threw a plastic cup containing approximately 1.06 grams of suspected crystal 
methamphetamine.  As the Officers took Garcia into custody, they walked past a van occupied by three 
subjects drinking beer.  Officers contacted the subjects and located a .25 cal auto handgun inside a box of 
beer and a loaded .25 cal magazine in the wallet of one of the subjects.  All four suspects were arrested 
on various charges. 

 
Traffic Officers conducted a DUI Checkpoint in the northbound lanes of Wilson, just south of Roosevelt; 
285 cars passed through the Checkpoint.  Officers arrested 3 drivers for driving under the influence; 23 
citations were issued and 16 vehicles were impounded.  Funding for the Checkpoint was provided by a 
grant from the California Office of Traffic Safety, through the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. 
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The victim was sitting in his car in the 300 block of S. Center, when the suspect walked up and engaged 
him in conversation.  As they were talking, the suspect grabbed and jerked a gold chain off the victim’s 
neck.  Officers located the suspect in the 500 block of W. Sonora, and, after being identified by the victim, 
the suspect was arrested. 

 
The victim went to a room in the 600 block of N. Wilson, intending to pay for sex.  While in the room, 
Suspect #2 came up from behind him, held a knife to his throat and demanded his money.  The victim 
threw his money on the ground and took off running.  The victim was able to flag down a Police unit; 
Officers went to the location and arrested both suspects. 
 
The victim was attempting to repossess a Ford F150 in the 4000 block of EWS Woods, when the 
owner/suspect exited the house with a shotgun and threatened to shoot the victim.  The victim lowered 
the vehicle and the suspect asked a friend to drive the truck into the garage.  While the responding Officer 
was talking to the victim, the suspect exited the house and was taken into custody without incident.  The 
shotgun was located in a neighbor’s trash can.   
 
Officers stopped a vehicle at Ninth/Pock for a traffic violation; the driver was found to be unlicensed.  
Officers conducted an inventory search of the vehicle and located a loaded, sawed-off shotgun.  A 
passenger was found to be in possession of 3.17 grams of rock cocaine.  Both suspects were arrested on 
various charges. 
 
The victim reported she witnessed her vehicle being stolen from her driveway in the 1300 block of N. 
Pershing.  The responding Officer located the vehicle near the intersection of Hunter/Harding and 
attempted to stop it.  The suspect lost control of the stolen vehicle and collided with a parked vehicle.  The 
suspect attempted to flee on foot.  The suspect was taken into custody a short time later and booked at 
the County Jail. 
 
Officers conducted a checkout of a subject who was in the driveway of a vacant house in the 1300 block 
of Carlton.  The suspect was found to be in possession of a loaded .38 caliber revolver and 
methamphetamine.  When Officers checked the house, they located a second subject, who was arrested 
for trespassing.  When Officers searched Suspect #1’s vehicle, they located numerous stolen items.  Both 
suspects were arrested. 

 
The owner of a stolen vehicle located his vehicle near the intersection of Grant/Charter.  The owner 
followed the vehicle until Officers arrived.  Upon seeing patrol vehicles, the suspect attempted to drive off, 
but lost control of the stolen vehicle and collided with a fence and a power pole.  Both occupants of the 
vehicle were arrested and booked into the County Jail. 
 
A 20-year-old teller was working inside the Bank of the West at 7810 Thornton Road when the suspect 
walked up and handed her a demand note.  The victim handed him a large amount of cash and the 
suspect then fled out of the business and drove off in his car.  Moments later, the suspect collided with 
another vehicle at the intersection of Thornton/Pershing.  The suspect offered the other driver money if 
she would not call the police as he had just robbed a bank.  The other driver called the police who 
responded to the accident scene and arrested the suspect.  The stolen money was found inside the 
suspect’s jacket; the suspect was booked for robbery.  
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Public 
Works 

 
 
 

Facilities Maintenance Crew 
Location Work Performed 

----- 25 work requests completed (35 received) 

Animal Shelter Repaired locks, repaired or serviced HVAC equipment 

Cesar Chavez Completed installation of a wall mural in the Children’s Section. 

City Hall Repaired/replaced lighting 

Corp Yard Progressed with installation of energy lighting 

Civic Auditorium Repaired or serviced HVAC equipment 

Fire Station #2 Repaired or serviced HVAC equipment 

Fire Station #5 Repaired/replaced lighting 

Impact Teen Center Repaired toilets 

Louis Park Installed a dedication plaque. 

Permit Center Repaired toilets 

Philomathean Repaired locks, repaired or serviced HVAC equipment 

Police Department (Main) Repaired/replaced lighting 

SEB Repaired/replaced lighting, repaired or serviced HVAC equipment 

Senior Citizen Center Repaired/replaced lighting, repaired ADA door 

Sign Shop Installed new ventilation line to remove excess heat for the new plotter 

Stores Repaired toilet 

Stribley Center Trimmed a damaged mirror in the weight room 

Swenson Golf Course Checked on damages to toilets/bathrooms 

Truck Shop Repaired truck exhaust line 

Victory Park Repaired toilets 

 
Parks Crew 

Park Graffiti Vandalism Hours to Clean 

Anderson X  2.5 

Atherton X  .5 

Billy Hebert X X 1.3 

Brotherhood X X 2.5 

Fremont X  .5 

Gibbons X  .5 

Holmes X  1.0 

Laughlin X  .5 
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Parks Crew - continued 

Park Graffiti Vandalism Hours to Clean 

Liberty X  1.0 

Sandman X  1.5 

Valverde X  4.0 

Victory X X 1.4 

 
 

Sign Shop and Sign Crew 
Quantity Work Performed 

20 ‘No Parking’ signs manufactured 

14 Logos for MUD manufactured 

62 ‘No Parking’ signs replaced for maintenance 

52 ‘Speed Limit’ signs replaced for maintenance 

6 Lane movement regulatory signs manufactured, and replaced for 
maintenance 

10 New installations 

2 Timed ‘Parking’ signs were manufactured 

10 ’Speed Limit 25 MPH’ signs manufactured 

30 ‘Speed Limit 30 MPH’ signs manufactured 

12 Knockdowns repaired 

 
 

Paint Crew 
Quantity Work Performed 

----- Inspection of Arrows, New School Crosswalks and Legends, 
Reflectors, Crosswalks 

 
 

Street Light Crew and Traffic Signal Crew 
Quantity Work Performed 

58 Streetlight Corrective Work Order requests completed 

3 Streetlight Damage Recovery Work Order requests completed 

23 Streetlight Field Order requests completed 

6 Traffic Signal Field Order requests completed 

3 Traffic Signal Engineering Work Order requests completed 

----- Emergency callouts to:  Fremont/Filbert, and Lower Sacramento/Eight Mile 
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Tree Crew 

Quantity Work Performed 

4 Tree removals 

11 Tree trims 

38 Stump removals 

2 Limbs down 

13 Inspections 

 
 

Neighborhood Traffic Management Program 
Neighborhood Status 

Council District 5 Speed Hump and sign locations have been identified and marked in Stockton 
Acres. Work orders have been issued and installation will be completed when 
weather improves. 

Council District 6 Application for Corona Acres received. Neighborhood placed on waiting list. 
 
Kick off meeting for Little John Creek was held on February 4th. Committee 
members opted to participate in the Speed Hump Program instead of the Full 
Program; they are contacting residents adjacent to possible speed hump 
locations to determine support. 
 
Speed Hump and sign locations have been identified and marked in City 
Homestead. Work orders have been issued and installation will be completed 
when weather improves. 

 
Forward Landfill is proposing to expand its current operation from 559 acres to 744 acres and from the 
existing 110' to 210' in elevation - according to an EIR Scoping Session held last week which 
was attended by staff from the Solid Waste & Recycling Division.  Forward Landfill is owned by Allied 
Waste and is located on the west side of Austin Road, one-half mile south of the airport and within the 
County's jurisdiction.  Forward Landfill officials said the expansion is a business move to increase 
capacity beyond its current year 2020 amount and to allow for more imported waste from outside of San 
Joaquin.  Nearly 75% of the waste generated by the City of Stockton is currently disposed of at Forward 
Landfill (the remaining 25% is public self-haul disposal at County facilities).  Under the current proposal 
there are no plans to build a waste diversion facility for recyclable materials.  The purpose of the Scoping 
Session was to collect public comments and questions before publication of the Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (DEIR) which is anticipated to be released later this spring. 
 

 
The City observed the holiday in honor of President Lincoln’s Birthday.    City Manager’s 

Message  
I held my respective weekly meetings with the Mayor and Councilmember Fritchen.  

I held my regular meetings with:  Dave Harzoff; and Laurie Montes and Joe Maestretti.  Mayor Johnston 
and I met with Mike Locke, San Joaquin Partnership, Leroy Ornellas, Chair, San Joaquin County Board of 
Supervisors, Manuel Lopez, San Joaquin County Administrator, Brent Ives, Chair, San Joaquin Council of 
Governments (SJCOG), and Andy Chesley, SJCOG, regarding the Arch-Sperry Connector. 
 
Ren Nosky, Guy Petzold, Mike Niblock, Jeff Willett and I discussed prison annexation.  I attended the 
Council Budget/Finance/Economic Development Committee Meeting.  Mayor Johnston and I met with 
City of Lodi representatives Councilmember Susan Hitchcock and City Manager Blair King regarding the 
agriculture separation zone between Stockton and Lodi.  Mayor Johnston and I met with Leroy Ornellas, 
Chair, County Board of Supervisors, Steve Moore, County Sheriff, and Doug Wilhoit, Greater Stockton 
Chamber of Commerce, regarding the proposed prison hospital.   
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Dave Macedo, President, Stockton Firefighters’ Local 456, and I held our regular meeting.  Dianna 
Garcia, Laurie Montes and I met with Stephen Leonesio, President, SPOA, regarding furlough equivalent 
issues.  I attended the San Joaquin County City Managers and County Administrator monthly meeting.   
Johnny Ford, Bob Granberg, John Luebberke and I held our monthly Executive Team Meeting for the 
upcoming Council Water Committee Meeting.  Mayor Johnston and I met with San Francisco Mayor 
Gavin Newsom. 
 
 
 
HAVE A GOOD WEEKEND 
 
 
 
 
J. GORDON PALMER, JR. 
CITY MANAGER 


