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Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting Report 
October 20, 2009 

Central Church of Christ 
4368 North Sutter Street, Stockton, CA 95203 

 
Attendees 
The following members of the Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) were present: 
Mary Berry, Casa Manana 
Jess Kenyon, Central Church of Christ 
Gloria Mazza, Councilmember Lowery 
Thomas Pinasco, Councilmember Lowery 
Alan England, Councilmember Lowery 
Marc Castaneda, Homeowner 
Ralph Tribble, Homeowner 
Ruth McMaster, Kentfield Action Team 
Lupe Reyes, St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
Gary Colburn, Stockton Bicycle Club 
Craig Yoshikawa, CSO, Stockton Police Department (North Section) 
 
The following persons representing the project team were present: 
Colt Esenwein, City of Stockton 
Alex Menor, City of Stockton 
Tony Lopes, Siegfried Engineering, Inc. 
Loreen Huey, Buethe Communications 
Judith Buethe, Buethe Communications 
 
Other members of the community present included Anita and Mario Perez, Herman Haase, Kathie Kleist, 
Wanda Ramstead, Cheryll Sumpter, Eric Salaices, Irene Burgess, Cynthia S., Jim Hatcher, Jim Kiefer, Pat 
and Dan Piombo. 
 
Introductory Remarks 
Judith Buethe, Public Outreach Coordinator, welcomed the group. After self-introductions, Ms. Buethe 
reiterated the roles and responsibilities of the CAG, which include meeting with representatives of the 
Project Development Team to help identify problems and to articulate and clarify local key issues; to 
express community opinions and concerns of the community on key issues; encourage neighbors and 
other residents to attend the public meetings; and assist in distributing project information to community 
residents. 
 
Ms. Buethe also stated that members of the public are always welcome to attend City of Stockton 
committee meetings, including this Citizens Advisory Group for the Sutter Street Pedestrian and Bicycle 



CAG.Meeting.Report.10‐20‐09.Final  Page 2 
 

Bridge Project. After reviewing the meeting format and order of events, she turned the meeting over to 
Mr. Colt Esenwein, Project Manager, City of Stockton. 
 
Welcome – Colt Esenwein, Project Manager, City of Stockton 
Mr. Esenwein stated that at the first CAG meeting, the committee members discussed suggestions given 
at the first public meeting. Building off those suggestions from the first public meeting, he explained that 
between the last CAG meeting and this one, the engineers have examined the suggestions that were made 
and revamped some of the earlier plans to try to move the project forward. He mentioned that the 
engineering studies of the last month will be reviewed at this meeting. 
 
Overview of Original Concepts and Updates – Tony Lopes, P.E., S.E., Project Manager, Siegfried 
Engineering, Inc. 
Mr. Lopes explained the project’s initial concept, which included placing a pedestrian and bicycle bridge 
over the Calaveras River near Sutter Street, consistent with the City’s Master Bicycle Plan. He then 
explained the engineers’ review of the suggestions from the first public meeting and the first CAG 
meeting: 

Response to First Public Meeting Comments 
• Placing the pedestrian and bicycle path on the El Dorado Street Bridge is a problem because the 

bridge is too steep, not wide enough to meet standards, and would be much too costly to retrofit. 
• Creating a bicycle path on Alvarado Street does not work because portions of the street are not 

fully developed and are too narrow. Stockton Police Department also objected to the remote 
location due to difficulty in patrolling the area. 

• Moving the bridge closer to the Calaveras River Bridge was supported by the Police Department, 
because it would provide better visibility from El Dorado Street. 

• The police department also felt that a bridge near El Dorado Street would not increase crime, 
because persons intent on committing crimes currently come over the El Dorado Street Bridge. 

Response to First CAG Meeting Comments 
• Placing a bridge near the northerly extension of Commerce Street moves the path farther away 

from the goal of getting bicycle traffic to California Street. Also, privately owned property would 
have to be purchased to provide the right-of-way for a path in that area. 

• Placing a bridge just west of El Dorado Street would require a bicycle path on Ingram Street. In 
this scenario, residents there would lose parking. On Ingram Street, most of the houses face the 
street, as contrasted with Sutter, where far fewer homes face the street. 

• With the Commerce Street option, the connection to the future Fulton Street Class 2 bike path, it 
would likely result in the loss of Fulton Street parking. 

• When the engineers examined the suggestion that El Dorado Street be widened to include the area 
where trees were removed from the right-of-way, they learned that two more feet of right-of-way 
would be required from all the homeowners along El Dorado Street, because only 10 feet is 
available now and a bike path must be 12 feet wide. That would add approximately $500,000 to 
the project. Also, the number of cross streets would create additional danger to bikers.  

• The City cannot buy property until the funding has been secured; but applications for the grants 
are not possible without having the right-of-way. 

• If the pedestrian/bicycle bridge is moved closer to El Dorado Street, parking would be eliminated 
on one side of Sutter Street. 

• The opinion of the Police Department is that locating the proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridge 
closer to El Dorado Street would provide better visibility for law enforcement. 

 
CAG and Community Concerns and Comments 
Ms. Buethe opened the meeting to questions/comments from the CAG members, to be followed by an 
opportunity for questions/comments from other members of the community who are present. 
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Lupe Reyes: How wide is Sutter Street? Why not use El Dorado Street? What about a Class 3 path down 
Sutter Street? 

A: Varies from 38 to 40 feet (curb face to curb face), with the narrowest sections at Casa Manana 
      and St. Luke’s Catholic Church. 
A. El Dorado Street operates at a much higher speed and is four lanes wide. 
A. A Class 3 bicycle lane needs 14 feet. With parking on both sides of Sutter, only 12-foot lanes 

would remain in the narrowest locations.  
 
Ralph Tribble: Why not use Measure K funds and bring Alvarado Street up to code? Would that require 
any property purchase?  

A. Measure K funds are not being used for construction. The state grant funds are specifically 
for bicycle transportation and cannot be used to build curbs and gutters. Completing street 
improvements on Alvarado Street would also be very costly. 

 
Gary Colburn, Stockton Bicycle Club: Class 2 or 3 does not matter, as long as there are speed bumps and 
markings. He rode down Sutter Street today, and it feels good as it is. If the state requires 14 feet and the 
City could construct signs and markings showing that the street is shared by autos and bicycles, that is ok 
with him. The street appears to be busiest and narrower between St. Luke’s and Casa Manana. The 
intersection at California Street includes a crazy crosswalk. To connect at Claremont over the Calaveras 
River would be difficult due to a very bad, sharp turn and with no direct access to Claremont. 

A. Mr. Lopes commented that Claremont is slated for a future Class 2 bike path north of the 
Calaveras River. Improvements to the connection would be addressed in future projects. 

 
Mr. Tribble and Mr. Colburn:  The glass and graffiti needs to be cleaned up on the bridges and the levee. 
 
Mr. Tribble: The bridge, not the path, is the issue. 
 
Alan England: Alvarado has the same parking issues as Sutter Street does. As a former probation officer, 
he is aware that most burglaries are not committed by people on bikes or on foot, but by people in cars. 
Bicyclists have concerns about car doors opening into bike lanes. Does Class 3 help? 
 
Mary Berry, Casa Manana:  The City needs to be aware that street parking is needed at Casa Manana for 
some of its residents but also for vendors and caregivers. If Fulton Street becomes a bicycle path, where 
will vendors and caregivers park? That would leave no side streets for parking for Casa Manana residents, 
vendors, and caregivers. 

A. Mr. Esenwein stated that parking could be retained on the Casa Manana side of the street. 
 
Ms. Reyes: School children would have to run across the street to get to their rides after school. 
 
Gloria Mazza: Why is California Street the north-south route for bicycles? 

A. West Lane is shared by bicycles and cars; Kensington is shared. The Bicycle Master Plan was 
developed, showing California Street as the best, more direct route and most centrally 
located. 

 
Mr. Colburn: The bicycle route should be convenient to places where people want to go in the City. 
 
Tom Pinasco: How many people use bikes? Will this get used? 

A. Mr. Lopes stated that there are no statistics on hand of how many people use bicycles for 
transportation. 
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Mr. Colburn: The statistics don’t exist, because the routes don’t exist. 
 
Unidentified Resident: Don’t mess with our neighborhood. 
 
Irene Burgess: If you live in the neighborhood, you don’t want to see the bridge built. 
 
Ruth McMaster, Kentfield Action Team: The bicycle path now is not hospitable. Out of 15 people, who 
would and who would not ride the path?  
 
Mr. England: Stockton is not known for its alternative transportation, but needs to build for the future. 
 
Jess Kenyon: He is not commenting today on behalf of the church but as an individual. He moved from 
Eugene, Oregon, and looked on Stockton’s Web site for bike paths, where he found none. He has tried 
three times to ride from north Stockton to Central Church of Christ, not an easy task. It is important for 
Stockton to change its reputation for the future. The City would benefit overall from some inconvenience 
today for the neighborhood. 
 
Marc Casteneda: Not at the cost of the neighborhoods connecting to other, less desirable neighborhoods. 
 
Dan Piombo: Bike paths belong in rural areas, not next to homes. Police don’t patrol the area now and 
aren’t likely to do in the future. 
 
Jim Kiefer: Bikers should be on larger thoroughfares, not taking out parking spaces or going through a 
neighborhood. Lodi has a large bike lane on Kettleman Lane. He has known kids who have been hurt. 
 
Kathy Kleist: She has a home on Sutter and objects to connecting the two neighborhoods. Parking is 
already absurd on Sutter Street. Ambulances and fire trucks come down Sutter Street all the time, and it 
doesn’t even have speed bumps. She can count on one hand how many bicyclists are on the street in one 
week.  
 
Mr. Colburn: The bicycle path has the potential to be a great route and could be well used and well liked. 
What do we want Stockton to be like in 10-20 years? Brookside Road has bikers on the road. This new 
bike path would help to connect east to west. 
 
Dan Piombo: There is potential; but if the levee and bike path are not maintained now, how would we 
expect anything new to be maintained? 
 
Cynthia S.: She lives on Ingram, works on Shelley Court and will not walk or bicycle to work, because of 
gunfire and drinking at night. 
 
Mr. Keifer: He used to jog on El Dorado but didn’t feel safe. 
 
Mr. Castaneda: It may be great for bikers and being progressive, but he does not want it. 
 
Cynthia: She does not want the project to go that way and does not want to accommodate more access for 
crimes to the neighborhood. 
 
Unidentified Resident: What’s on California Street for bicyclists?   

A. Cal State, Stanislaus; St. Joseph’s Medical Center; downtown. 
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Unidentified Resident: He walks the levee every morning but has had problems and been confronted by 
troublemakers. 
 
Mr. Tribble requested a straw vote on who in attendance is either for or against the project. 

A. Mr. Menor stated that nothing has been decided. It is all conceptual. Nothing is set in stone. 
 

Lupe Reyes: We are all involved in this neighborhood. We have to deal with the major concerns. 
 
Unidentified Resident: Someone has been digging on the levee. Why? Are you hiding something? Is this 
just a done deal? 

A. The river bed was graded by the County, because a tractor fell into a hole. It was unrelated to 
this project. 

 
Mr. Tribble again requested an unofficial straw vote of “yes” or “no” for the bicycle path. 
 
Mr. England: This should not be seen as representative of the whole community. 
 
Ms. Buethe stated that the show of hands would represent the attitudes of those present at this meeting.  
Results of the show of hands: 3 people are for the bike path; the remainder of those present opposes the 
bike path.  
 
Unidentified Resident: What can we do to stop it? 

A. Provide input at meetings. 
 
Unidentified Resident: How was the committee selected?  

A. Mr. Esenwein: The City wanted to work through some of the suggestions provided at the first 
public meeting with a smaller working group of 10-12 people and asked for people to 
participate who were appointed by Councilmember Lowery and who represented the 
homeowners, the churches, Casa Manana, the schools, and the bicyclists. 

 
Unidentified Resident: Will the bridge affect the integrity of the levee? 

A. No. The bridge work will require raising and paving the adjacent levees. 
 
Unidentified Resident: Would the Feather River Drive be a better route? 

A. Feather River does not connect to California Street, which is in the Master Bicycle Plan and 
is an existing bicycle path. 

 
Unidentified Resident: When did the Bicycle Master Plan originate? 

A. Mr. Menor will research that information. 
B. Mr. Lopes said that the plans must be updated periodically in order to qualify for BAT grants. 

 
The formal meeting adjourned at 5:34 p.m. Ms. Buethe invited attendees to talk with members of the 
project team one-on-one. Also, she mentioned that updates can be found on the Web site. 
 
PRIMARY CONCERNS AND SUGGESTIONS FROM CAG MEMBERS AND PUBLIC  
    

• Need for on-street parking     
• Fear of increased crime, graffiti 
• Maintenance of existing bike path and any future bike path 
• Need for improved bicycle routes now and for the future 
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• Question of how many people would actually use the bicycle path 
• Safety for school children 
• Don’t want it! 
• How can the project be stopped? 
• Use other routes. 
• Selection process for Citizens Advisory Committee 

 
 


