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Citizens Advisory Group (CAG) Meeting Report 
September 20, 2009 

Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce Conference Room 
445 West Weber Avenue, Suite 221, Stockton, CA 95203 

 
Attendees 
The following persons representing the community were present: 
Mary Berry, Casa Manana 
Jesse Kenyon, Central Church of Christ 
Gloria Mazza, Councilmember Lowery 
Thomas Pinasco, Councilmember Lowery 
Alan England, Councilmember Lowery 
Marc Castaneda, Homeowner 
Ruth McMaster, Kentfield Action Team 
Lupe Reyes, St. Luke’s Catholic Church 
Gary Colburn, Stockton Bicycle Club 
Craig Yoshikawa, CSO, Stockton Police Department (North Section) 
Lynne Goodwin, CSO, Stockton Police Department (South Section) 
Doug Anderson, Lieutenant, Stockton Police Department 
Bob Marconi, Stockton Police Department 
 
The following persons representing the project team were present: 
Colt Esenwein, City of Stockton 
Alex Menor, City of Stockton 
Tony Lopes, Siegfried Engineering, Inc. 
Loreen Huey, Buethe Communications 
Judith Buethe, Buethe Communications 
 
Introductory Remarks 
After self-introductions, Mr. Colt Esenwein, Project Manager, City of Stockton, welcomed the group, 
noted that three of the attendees were at the first public meeting, and explained the project scope and 
purpose of the Citizens Advisory Group (CAG). 
 
Judith Buethe, Public Outreach Coordinator, reviewed the meeting format, introduced the presentations 
that would be made, and noted that comments would be recorded. 
 
Overview of Original Concept and Comments Received to Date 
Mr. Tony Lopes presented the project scope and progress, reviewed the City Bicycle Master Plan, 
explained that the project is being funded by grants and Measure K funds, and presented the initial design 
concepts. No general funds are being used. After the project is designed, the City will apply for grants 
that are specific to these types of projects. 
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Mr. Lopes acknowledged concerns about the original project design concepts that were expressed by 
attendees at a general public meeting. The proposed route would be safer for bicyclists and pedestrians 
and is likely to experience increased use due to the economy and the increasing cost of transportation. 
However, the original project concept would result in a loss of parking spaces and potentially increase 
access by persons with criminal intentions.  
 
Mr. Lopes explained that using the existing El Dorado Street Bridge is not possible, because the bridge is 
too steep and El Dorado Street is too narrow to accommodate current pedestrian and bicycle standards. 
 
Other options that have been suggested include moving the bridge and bicycle/pedestrian path (the path) 
to a different area, for example, using Alvarado Street rather than Sutter Street. However, Alvarado Street 
is narrower, not all areas have curb and gutters, and a loss in parking spaces would occur. The Stockton 
Police Department also opposes the Alvarado Street location due to lack of visibility. Another suggestion 
included moving the proposed bridge closer to the El Dorado Street Bridge. 
 
Judith then opened the meeting to CAG comments and suggestions, as follows: 
 

1. Improve the neighborhood adjacent to the path connection on the north side of the river  
2. The existing Calaveras River path is sometimes hazardous due to broken glass and other debris. 

[Mr. Esenwein reported that the path is swept every other Thursday.] 
3. The pedestrian/bicycle bridge east of the Calaveras River is covered with graffiti. 
4. The area east of El Dorado Street and north of the river appears to be blighted with gang-related 

issues. 
5.  You cannot improve the Kentfield neighborhood in time to meet the timelines set for the new 

path.  
6. What will make the proposed bridge different from existing bike bridges? 
7. This project is not likely to have a positive impact. 
8. How many people use the path daily or weekly? 
9. If the path were more attractive, more people will use it. 
10. Overall, the proposed bridge could be a great asset but could result in another avenue for one part 

of town to invade another part of town and could result in more graffiti. [Mr. Lopes said that the 
proposed bridge design would recommend a surface that is difficult to graffiti.] 

11. The concrete foundations and base would still be a target for graffiti. 
12. 2,000-3,000 people attend St. Luke’s; and the crime rate in the neighborhood, especially for 

broken windows, is a big concern. 
13. Central United Methodist Church experiences frequent car break-ins, also. 
14. Stockton is a backwater of alternative transportation and is one of the least friendly cities for 

biking. This should not be pushed away as too difficult and result in nothing being done. The City 
needs to think to the future. 

15. Street parking needs to be considered in the planning. 
16. Many of the tenants at Casa Manana depend on caregivers/vendors/deliveries, and some form of 

street parking is needed. The facility has only 60 parking spaces.  
17. Crime is a concern, but we should look beyond that and perhaps consider moving the proposed 

bridge closer to El Dorado.  
18. How much cost would be added to make the bridge more accessible to patrols? [Lt. Anderson 

stated that moving the bridge closer to El Dorado could create better visibility. Crime is not likely 
to be increased, because persons north of the bridge intent on committing crimes can already 
come over on the existing El Dorado Street Bridge. The Stockton Police Department receives 
three times more calls for service from the north side than from the south side of the Calaveras 
River.] 
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19. Parking is not an issue for Central Church of Christ, but crime is of some concern. Moving the 
proposed bridge closer to El Dorado Street or upgrading the existing El Dorado Bridge may make 
sense. 

20. Class I or II designations are irrelevant to bicyclists. Striping tends to encourage some bicyclists 
to ride on streets. A good north-south route is needed, and the Stockton Bicycle Cub is glad to see 
a plan now for a northern route. 

21. The original 1994 plan may have made more sense 15 years ago, but this area has changed. The 
path needs to go from good neighborhood to good neighborhood, for example, from Collegeview 
into Robinhood Drive behind the mall. Why not move the bridge to span Commerce Street to 
Claremont Avenue? Presently, the Calaveras River is a safety moat for the south side of the 
River. Blight and crime will drain the neighborhood. 

22. How would pedestrians/bicyclists get from Commerce Street to the levee? 
23. Can the City research whether there is an open area for access to the levee from Commerce 

Street? 
24. How many of this group have ever ridden a bicycle across a similar bridge? [Majority raised their 

hands.] [Mr. Esenwein commented that the bridge is needed for the neighborhood and more. He 
also noted that the bike Master Plan was updated in 2007, to address the current City conditions. 
Presently, only three north-south connections exist.] 

25. Is the path intended for recreational use or for shopping and commute use? [Mr. Esenwein 
responded that it is planned for multiple uses, for instance, to get to Delta College, UOP, and the 
malls. Alex noted that the bridge is used by kids to get to the mall and adults to get to work.] 

26. Did an advisory group exist when the 2007 General Plan was adopted?  Did they look at the 
crime rate?  

27. The Stockton Bicycle Club was invited and did attend General Plan meetings, including those at 
the Planning Commission.  

28. A need for connectivity exists. Presently, there are no routes that will allow a bicyclist to get from 
one side of town to the other. 

29. The City removed trees on El Dorado Street. Why not use the existing right-of-way on El Dorado 
Street to create bicycle lanes? 

30. How many other bicycle bridges exist? [Alexandria Street, University of the Pacific, and Pershing 
Avenue.] 

31. There is a pedestrian crossing at Mosher Slough that gets shut down at night. There is also a 
pedestrian path at Shimizu and Fontana over Smith Canal. 

32. There seems to be a focus of crime at the bridges. 
33. Exposure on the bridges is important. Citizens should feel comfortable to travel on the paths. 

More visibility allows the Police Department to patrol better. He also commented that bicycle 
paths are best when nearby places people like to visit, for example, churches. 

34. How soon will the City upgrade the El Dorado Street Bridge? [Mr. Esenwein reported that it 
would not happen soon.]  

35. Stones were placed under the Pacific Avenue Bridge to discourage camping. This new bridge 
should also have ground treatment that discourages camping. 

36. Most CAG members agreed Tuesdays are the best time to meet for future CAG meetings. 
 

Additional Comments and Suggestions 
Ms. Berry delivered eight letters and comment cards from Casa Manana Inn employees, tenants, and 
vendors, as well as a petition signed by 64 persons supporting the need for on-street parking. The letters 
were received from Mary Berry, Resident Manager, and Wendy Hubbard, Office Manager, at Casa 
Manana Inn. Comment cards were received from residents Bobbie Sebastian, Wilfred Irizarry, and 
Edward E. Hall, Jr.  Comment cards were also received from vendors Doug Dockendorf (elevator 
company) and Mary Gilbert. 
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PRIMARY CONCERNS      

• Need for on-street parking     
• Fear of increased crime, graffiti 
• Existing bike path is often strewn with debris. 
• Need for improved bicycle routes 

 
SUGGESTIONS 

• Move proposed bridge closer to Calaveras to make it easier to monitor 
• Provide on-street parking 
• Build bridge to connect Collegeview on the south side of the river with a good neighborhood on 

the north side. 
• Use El Dorado Street planter strip for the bike path. 
• Class I or II designations are irrelevant to bicyclists; just need adequate width. 
• The design team will evaluate the comments and suggestions received and report on their findings 

in the next CAG meeting. 
 

-------------------------------         
 

Following are copies of the letters and comment sheets received from Casa Manana Inn residents, 
employees, and vendors. 
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