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NEW STOCKTON COMMUNITY SERVICE DIRECTOR NAMED 

  
(Stockton, CA)  - The City of Stockton announced today that a new Director of Community 

Services has been selected to head Stockton-San Joaquin County Public Library and the 

City of Stockton Recreation Division.  John Alita, who currently serves as the Assistant 

Community Services Director with the City of San Bruno, California, will join the City 

effective November 1, 2014. 

 “We are so excited to have John join our team,” said Deputy City Manager Laurie 

Montes.  “John has a Master’s degree in Library Science (MLS) and has been a librarian for 

19 years.  He comes to us from a city where library and recreation are combined and where 

he has worked extensively with community-based groups to maximize community 

engagement and expand the opportunities for both libraries and recreation, which is exactly 

the experience we have been looking for over the last couple of years.” 

 Mr. Alita has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English Literature from State University of 

New York at Stony Brook, and a Master’s in Library Science from Indiana University.  He is 

fluent in both Portuguese and Spanish.    

Reflecting on his career in San Bruno, Mr. Alita shared how his experiences will  
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benefit him in his new position.   “In the last five years, I have led the Library through a 

merger with the Parks and Recreation Department, provided logistics support to rescue 

crews after the PG&E gas explosion, assumed leadership of the San Bruno Senior Center, 

and been part of the team that developed and implemented San Bruno’s  year-long 

centennial events and celebration.  All of these experiences have helped me to become a 

more thoughtful and aware public servant, and provided me with a deep commitment to 

improving the lives of the people I serve.  I know Stockton has been through some difficult 

times and I admire the resiliency and the commitment to a better future that I’ve seen in the 

community.  I’m looking forward to working with a team of people who demonstrate such 

devotion and dedication.” 
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