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Chapter 1. Introduction

This report presents the results of a cultural resources study undertaken by
ICF Jones & Stokes for the Gleason Park Redevelopment Project (proposed project) in Stockton,
California (Appendix A, Figure 1). The report was prepared to assist the City of Stockton (City)
in fulfilling its responsibility to meet the cultural resources requirements in compliance with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA).

Ground-disturbing activities associated with the future construction of the proposed
project have the potential to affect significant historical archaeological resources that are
potentially eligible for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) and
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). As a result, an archaeological treatment plan
and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) were prepared and excavations were undertaken to
evaluate these resources.

This report documents the archival, field, and laboratory findings of the excavations at
the project site, including Blocks 42, 52, and 60, in the downtown Stockton. During the course
of this research, archaeologists identified structural remains, including concrete foundations,
bricks, and posts; infrastructure remains, including sewer and storm drains; and refuse deposits.
Excavations resulted in the identification of 31 individual features, many of which were
disturbed by vandalism or early 20th century development. Of the 31 features identified, only
three features were determined to be potentially eligible for the NRHP and the CRHR and were
subject to data recovery.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This archaeological investigation focused on portions of three blocks in downtown
Stockton, California, that would be affected by the proposed project (Appendix A, Figures 1 and
2). The project proponent is the City Redevelopment Agency. The blocks, referred to as
Blocks 42, 52 and 60 in this report, were originally comprised primarily of single-family and
multi-family residential housing and some commercial development.

The multi-block project area includes a proposed mix of commercial buildings,
multifamily residences, a park, a childcare center, and a K through 6th grade elementary school.
A block of historic single-family residences would be retained and incorporated into the
proposed project.
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Block 42: Commercial and Detached High-Density Residential

Block 42 is located in the northwest corner of the project area. The northern two-thirds
of the block would be redeveloped with commercial uses. The current auto repair uses in the
center of the block would remain, but structures along the Lafayette Street would be demolished
and replaced with new car-oriented businesses. The two historic brick buildings that face
California Street would remain.

The southern third of the block is currently vacant. The Vintage Plaza development
would include 16 affordable single-family units accessed via perimeter streets and a common
internal driveway. These units would feature zero lots lines and common open spaces. They are
oriented toward Edna Gleason Park as much as possible. This orientation is accomplished in part
by narrowing Sonora Street to a single one-way street between Vintage Plaza and the park.

Block 52: Mercy Housing Project and Childcare Center

The Mercy Housing Project (Mercy) would be constructed on Block 52, along with a childcare
center and a community center, which would be constructed on the south side of the block facing
Church Street. All of the existing homes would be demolished or moved to a new location.
Approximately 95 units in several groupings of two- and three-story dwellings would be
constructed over the 1.5-block area, and approximately 118 parking places would be
accommodated on site. A Head Start childcare center that would accommodate 50 children
would be constructed at the southern end of the project area facing Grant Street and Edna
Gleason Park. On the second floor of the building, a community center designed primarily for
the occupants of Mercy would be constructed. Access to Mercy would be primarily off of
Church Street. A gated secondary access may be provided off of Stanislaus Street where Sonora
Street would be abandoned.

Block 60: Alex G. Spanos Elementary School

The Alex G. Spanos Elementary School would be constructed on Block 60, which
currently contains single-family residences and several vacant parcels. The residences would be
demolished or relocated before construction of the school. The new neighborhood school would
accommodate approximately 500 students in grades K through 6.
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Area of Potential Effects

The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for archaeological resources was determined through
consultation between the City and the California State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).
The APE consists of the portions of Blocks 42, 52, and 60 proposed for redevelopment. Because
all adjacent areas are paved or contain standing buildings and would not be subjected to
excavation or other ground disturbance, the APE for archaeology is limited to these three blocks.
The APE is concurrent with the project area, as described above (Appendix A, Figure 3).

REGULATORY SETTING

California Environmental Quality Act

Because the proposed project is funded by a public agency, CEQA requires the City to
assess the impacts of the proposed project on cultural resources. Cultural resources are defined
as buildings, sites, structures, or objects—each of which may have historical, architectural,
archaeological, cultural, or scientific importance. Under CEQA, an impact on a cultural resource
is considered significant if a project would result in an impact that may change the significance
of the resource (Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21084.1).

Demolition, replacement, substantial alteration, and relocation of historic properties are
actions that would change the significance of a historic resource. Before the level of significance
of impacts can be determined and appropriate mitigation measures developed, the significance of
cultural resources must be determined. The following steps are normally taken in a cultural
resources investigation to comply with CEQA.:

1. Identify cultural resources.

2. Evaluate the significance of the cultural resources.

3. Evaluate the impacts of a project on all cultural resources.

4. Develop and implement measures to mitigate the impacts of the project on

significant cultural resources.

Significance Criteria

CEQA states that if a project results in adverse impacts on significant cultural resources,
then alternative plans or mitigation measures must be considered. CEQA guidelines define a
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significant historic resource as a resource listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR
(PRC Code Section 5024.1). A historic resource may be eligible for inclusion in the CRHR if it:

m is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;

m is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

m embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction; or represents the work of an important creative individual or possesses
high artistic values; or

m has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Because federal funds will be used for the proposed project, the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and National Historic Preservation Act Section 106
(Section 106) must be met. Each law requires the project proponent to identify significant
historic and archeological resources that may be affected by the proposed project, assess the
potential adverse impacts on these resources, and identify ways to avoid or reduce adverse
impacts.

Criteria for Determining Impacts under Federal Law

Under federal regulations, a project has an impact on a historic property when the
undertaking could alter the characteristics of the property that may qualify the property for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), which includes alteration of
location, setting, or use. An undertaking may be considered to have an adverse impact on a
historic property when the impact may diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, or association. Adverse impacts on historic properties
include, but are not limited to the following:

o physical destruction or alteration of all or part of the property;

o isolation of the property from or alteration of the property’s setting when that
character contributes to the property’s qualifications for listing in the NRHP;

o introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric elements that are out of character
with the property or that alter its setting;

o neglect of a property resulting in its deterioration or destruction; or
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o transfer, lease, or sale of the property. (36 Code of Federal regulations [CFR]
800.9)

The historical record of Stockton, along with previous archaeological investigations
conducted in the downtown area, suggested that significant archaeological deposits may be
buried in the APE for the proposed project. Because a substantial effort is required to determine
the presence or absence of subsurface archaeological deposits and to evaluate their data potential,
this initial step in the Section 106 process is often deferred until just before redevelopment when
standing structures, pavement, and underground utilities have been deconstructed or removed.
For purposes of compliance with NEPA and Section 106 requirements, however, it was assumed
that subsurface investigations would reveal the presence of significant archaeological sites or
features in the project APE and that construction of the proposed project had the potential to
adversely affect these properties by destroying or altering their capacity to yield data important
in history or prehistory (National Register Criterion D).

To resolve this potential for adverse impacts to occur as a result of the proposed project, a
program of archaeological identification and treatment (mitigation) of eligible properties was
developed during consultation between a federal agency (or its delegated authority), the SHPO,
and the federal Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. This treatment plan was
implemented in accordance with the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between consulting
parties. Implementation of the treatment plan resolves potential adverse impacts under Section
106 and reduces potential significant impacts on cultural resources to less-than-significant levels
under NEPA.
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Chapter 2. Setting

The setting section has been adapted from the Archaeological Treatment Plan for the
Gleason Park Development Project Stockton, California (Jones & Stokes 2005).

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The project area is located in the Great Central Valley Belt (Storer and Usinger 1963),
bounded on the east by the Sierra Nevada and the Coast Range on the west. The northern part of
the valley, known as the Sacramento Valley, is drained by the Sacramento River and its
tributaries, while the southern part of the valley, named the San Joaquin Valley, is drained by the
San Joaquin River. The waters of the two rivers merge in the Sacramento—San Joaquin River
Delta near Suisun Bay, passing through the Coast Range and into San Francisco Bay. The area
IS quite hot in the summer and cold in the winter, with temperatures ranging from 105-34° F.
Dense fogs, named tule fogs for the tules that grew in the lower areas of the Delta, form during
the winter months.

Waters in central California generally flow westerly from the Sierra Nevada, through the
foothills, and into the Central VValley. The Calaveras River, Littlejohn Creek, and other
tributaries pass through San Joaquin County on their way to the San Joaquin River. The project
area is located on the north and south sides of the Stockton Channel. Mormon Slough, which
once coursed through the project area, has been truncated and filled in to a great extent. The
sloughs that once fed into the Stockton Channel have also been filled in, except for a small arm
of McLeod Lake.

In the prehistoric era, most of the land in the area would have been marshland and
sloughs, but earthen mounds or rises may have existed. Bunchgrasses and rules would be
expected in the understory, with an overstory of valley oaks. The Central Valley was described
by John C. Fremont in his 1845 Report of the Exploring Expedition to the Rocky Mountains in
the Year 1842, and to Oregon and North California in the Years 1843-1844, as a land lush with
grasses that supported flowers; massive oaks in groves; and deer, pronghorn, and elk grazing in
the fields. Grizzly bear were also common in the brush and willow thickets
(Davis-King 1998: 2.9-3).

Early Exploration and Settlement

The region that is now known as the City of Stockton remained unsettled until the late
1820s. While earlier Spanish expeditions and settlements in California primarily focused on
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coastal areas, fur trappers had begun exploring the central and northern regions of the state by
the 1820s. Their reach included the Stockton area, where they capitalized on the vast resources
of the Sacramento—San Joaquin River Delta (Delta). In 1827, Jedediah Strong Smith, a fur
trapper, established a base camp southeast of present-day Stockton. By the 1830s, other
European and American trappers traveled through the region, including Alex McLeod of the
Hudson Bay Company and Michel La Framboise. McLeod ventured as far as the future site of
Stockton and camped at what is now known as McLeod Lake. French Camp, located south of
Stockton, was named for La Framboise. While these early trappers created interest in the
locality, Charles M. Weber was the individual largely responsible for the development of the
City of Stockton (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 5-6; Davis 1984: 14).

Charles M. Weber founded the City of Stockton in 1850, and the City incorporated that
same year. Born in Steinwenden, Germany, in 1814, Weber left his homeland to come to the
United States in 1836. After residing in New Orleans and Texas, he headed west in 1841,
joining one of the first overland parties to California. Soon after his arrival, Weber gained
employment at Sutter’s Fort, and by 1845, he acquired the large Mexican land grant
(50,000 acres) ElI Rancho del Campo de los Franceses that included the future site of Stockton.
With assistance from surveyors Walter Herron and Richard P. Hammond, Weber designed the
City around five sloughs of the Delta. The sloughs converged to form the Stockton Channel,
which served as the City’s port. Weber named the town Stockton in honor of United States Navy
Officer Commodore Robert F. Stockton, who rescued Weber from Mexican captivity during the
Mexican-American War (1846-1848) (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 6;

Davis 1984: 16, 20; Hillman and Covello 1985: 3; Wood and Covello 1977: 17).

In 1848, the Mexican-American War ended with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, which passed the control of California from Mexico to the United States. California
officially became a state 2 years later. The year 1848 also brought the discovery of gold in the
Sierra Nevada foothills, and Stockton developed as a gateway and supply post for the gold
country. During the gold rush years, thousands of people flocked through the area on their way
to the gold fields. The Stockton Channel served as a port of call for vessels moving miners and
supplies between the valley and the foothills. Many would-be miners decided to forgo mining
and settle in Stockton, seeking their fortune by setting up shops to provide goods to miners who
traveled through the region. Still others with agricultural backgrounds noticed the rich Delta soil
surrounding Stockton and realized its potential for farming. As a result of the high number of
new settlers, a bustling commercial and industrial center quickly arose. In 1849, Stockton’s
population numbered 1,000 and within 5 years the City ballooned to 7,000 residents. During this
period, officials also chose Stockton as the San Joaquin County seat. By 1854, Stockton was the
fourth-largest city in California (following San Francisco, Sacramento, and Marysville, all of
which principally served as gold rush supply and transportation centers)

(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 6, 7).

Historically, the area now known as the Gleason Park Neighborhood existed as an outer
tract of the more developed downtown Stockton area. While the northern, eastern, and western
boundaries of the neighborhood were not distinct from the remainder of the City historically, the
southern boundary (roughly that of Mormon Avenue and now Hazelton Avenue) was more
distinct by virtue of its abutment with Mormon Slough. Mormon Slough and its associated
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levees passed immediately to the south of Hazelton Avenue in a similar east-to-west direction.
Until officials took steps to address flooding from the nearby slough in the early 20th century, the
water feature remained a barrier to extensive development of portions of the Gleason Park
Neighborhood.

19th Century Development

As the gold rush brought a flurry of activity to Stockton, Charles M. Weber began
planning for the City’s expansion. Weber hired Walter Herron to conduct a village survey for
Stockton in 1847, but by 1849 Weber had hired engineer Richard P. Hammond to create a town
layout in anticipation of more growth. Hammond’s survey laid out square-mile town lots with
east and west streets parallel to the Stockton Channel. The street pattern, lots, and parks planned
and developed during this period, including those in the project area, still remain the core of
downtown Stockton (Davis 1984: 23-27; Hillman and Covello 1985: 5).

While surveyors drafted subdivision maps of the City of Stockton as early as 1849,
portions of the project area initially developed later, around the 1860s and 1870s. Early maps
show a city featuring uniform blocks set in a grid pattern, though specific development patterns
within the project area are unclear. Certain blocks within the project area were allocated to a
hospital and church. By the 1880s and 1890s, development intensified, largely as a result of
employment opportunities with the expansion of Holt Manufacturing (located at the corner of
Church and Aurora).

Public utilities improvements undertaken by the City also helped to galvanize greater
development of the area. Water distribution within Stockton existed early for reasons of fire
safety, street dust control, and irrigating lawns. By 1885, the City drafted the initial plans for the
development of a municipal sewerage system. New developments in drainage technology
necessitated the professional consultation of contemporary sewerage engineers such as Colonel
George E. Waring, Jr., E. E. Tucker, George Atherton, and Marsden Manson.

By the mid-1890s, the rail transportation to Stockton helped push early development in
the project area. More specifically, the Alameda & San Joaquin Railroad Company laid tracks
from the coal-producing areas of Tesla and Carnegie to Stockton along the then renamed
Hazelton Avenue. Earlier development of the project area was primarily residential, but
included some smaller businesses as well.

Several hotels were constructed in the 1880s and 1890s to meet an increased demand for
temporary housing created by the arrival of the Stockton and Copperopolis Railroad in 1871.
The single-family residences in the project area date from the 1890s and were built as part of the
construction boom at the end of the 19th century. They reflect Victorian residential architectural
design (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 15).
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19th Century Industry

After the gold rush, growth continued in Stockton as a result of successful agricultural
operations and innovations in the area. The City grew into a major commercial center that
included grain warehousing, flour milling, grain and flour export, and the manufacture of farm
implements. Shipping in the Stockton Channel also supported the growing agricultural industry
and provided transportation for travelers and residents. As Stockton approached the turn of the
19th century, agriculture replaced gold mining as Stockton’s most lucrative industry and thereby
enabled its development into a major city (Hillman and Covello 1985: 5).

Wheat and other grains became the most abundant crops grown in the Stockton area. The
establishment of local milling companies such as the Sperry Flour Company eliminated the need
to import flour. By the end of the 19th century, fruit orchards and vegetable fields flourished as
a result of improvements in irrigation. Stockton served as an important processing and shipping
center for fruits, nuts, and vegetables produced throughout the San Joaquin Valley
(Wood and Covello 1977: 40; Architectural Resources Group 2000: 8, 14).

During the latter part of the 19th century, the manufacture of agricultural tools also
became a major industry in Stockton. Several new inventions revolutionized farming techniques,
including the Stockton Gang Plow and the Marvin Combined Harvester (commonly known as
the combine), patented by Mattesson & Williamson. Benjamin Holt founded the Stockton
Wheel Company (eventually the Holt Manufacturing Company) in Stockton in 1883. The
company thrived in the bustling Stockton agriculture industry and excelled with its innovative
farm machinery (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 13).

With the introduction of rail service, Stockton further expanded, and by the conclusion of
the 19th century, the City witnessed increased commercial activity as a hub of transportation and
agriculture on the Delta. Employment opportunities for City residents proliferated
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 15).

The Railroad

The western terminus of the transcontinental railroad traveled from San Francisco
through Stockton and then on to Sacramento. In 1869, the Stockton City Council refused the
Central Pacific Railroad’s demand for adequate land to construct railroad yards and a depot at
the head of the Stockton Channel. Instead, the railroad established a junction at Lathrop, a few
miles southeast of Stockton. By 1871, the Stockton and Copperopolis Railroad built a depot on
the south bank of the Stockton Channel. Flour mills, carriage and wagon factories, iron
foundries, and shipyards clustered around the channel and its tributaries for many years,
increasing business activity in the City. It was not until 1898, however, that Stockton obtained a
direct rail connection to the East Coast offered by the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad.
Until that time, passengers traveled to San Francisco to purchase a long distance eastbound
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ticket. The Western Pacific Railroad further enhanced Stockton’s rail service when it began
servicing the area in 1910. Stockton was the only city in California to have three
transcontinental railroad connections (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 17;

Wood and Covello 1977: 1, 2; Davis 1984: 48).

20th Century Development

By the early 20th century, Stockton experienced a rush of commercial activity spurred by
the renovation of the City. During this period the City enjoyed a building boom primarily within
the downtown area. The majority of properties in the project area were developed shortly after
the completion of the diverting canal for Mormon Slough in 1911. The project area provided
middle- to lower-income housing over the years while the more affluent Stockton residents lived
north of downtown. The project area neighborhood remained ethnically diverse following its
early establishment.

Buildings in the project area included a combination of single- and multifamily
residential properties. Most were one-story with a few two-story residences. By the early
20™ century, the area was mostly built up with only a few parcels remaining vacant. During this
period, rental apartment buildings gained in popularity to satisfy the workforce needs of the
area’s numerous employers. Some buildings housed small businesses such as stores and offices.
Over the years the project area continued to develop as an ethnically diverse, multifamily, and
commercial neighborhood.

The overall physical character of the properties has remained generally untouched over
the last 50 years. However, the construction of the Crosstown Freeway in the late 20th century
essentially divided the mixed-use neighborhood from the historic downtown area, and the project
area has suffered as a result of this separation. The project area now provides low- to
moderate-income housing and some light industrial uses (Napoli 2001).

Stockton continued to thrive throughout the 20th century, incorporating electric trolleys,
electric streetlights, and paving roads. The City completed several major civic projects during
this time, including a library, the Memorial Civic Auditorium, a new city hall, and three parks.
Hotels, banks, and auto garages were just a few of the various kinds of commercial buildings
constructed in the City during this time as well. New construction in the downtown area nearly
came to a halt in the 1930s as the Great Depression slowed the national economy
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 8, 9, 10).

In the 1950s, increased traffic required several major road improvements in Stockton and
led to plans for the construction of the Crosstown Freeway, which directly affected the
community in the project area as it eventually cut off the neighborhood from the downtown area.
The roadway was designed to bisect downtown Stockton, extending from Interstate 5 to connect
with Highway 99 to the east. Construction began on the Crosstown Freeway in the late 1960s
with the demolition of several blocks near the current project area. By 1975, construction had
advanced only from Interstate 5 to Stanislaus Street. The Crosstown Freeway was finally
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completed in 1993, when it officially met Highway 99 (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 12;
Wood and Covello 1977: 13; California Highways 2004).

During the 1950s and 1960s, urban development expanded north of the Calaveras River
while major areas of the City became blighted. The City’s mayor appointed an Urban Blight
Committee in 1955 to study decay in the old center of Stockton. During this period, the City
replaced numerous buildings with modern structures, including new single- and multifamily
residences. Many of the commercial buildings in downtown Stockton were remodeled. In the
1960s, the historic downtown area underwent major redevelopment as part of the West End
Renewal Project. With the exception of three buildings, nine square blocks were completely
demolished in 1964. The destruction virtually eliminated low-cost housing for farm laborers,
and the City’s more affluent residents moved north of the town center. The downtown area
continued to struggle as shopping malls were developed in the northern area of the City, drawing
merchants and shoppers away from the downtown center.

Recent economic conditions in Stockton have further affected the downtown area and
many buildings are vacant, although the City has recently undertaken several projects to improve
the downtown area. Despite alterations and neglect caused by a lagging local economy,
Stockton’s downtown still retains a significant collection of late 19th and early 20th century
commercial and residential buildings. Among these buildings are houses in the project area
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 11, 12, 17).

20th Century Industry

Farming and manufacturing continued as the focal point of the local Stockton economy
through World War 1. As San Joaquin County developed into one of the richest agricultural
counties in the nation, food processing grew in importance, and several canneries opened in and
around Stockton (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 8, 14; Wood and Covello 1977: 40).

In the early 1900s, Benjamin Holt (Holt Manufacturing) invented a special wheel system
to help farm machinery navigate the soft Delta soil. His invention came to be known as the
Caterpillar tractor, a popular farming tool. By World War I, the Holt Manufacturing plant
occupied six square blocks around South Aurora and Church Streets, and continued to employ
many Stockton residents, including those who lived in the project area. During this time the
company developed a national and world market and export business. The invention of the
Caterpillar attracted the attention of the military, and the United States Army requested that Holt
Manufacturing apply this technology to armored vehicles for battlefield use. Holt produced the
undercarriages and engines for tanks using the Caterpillar traction system. In addition to Holt’s
contribution, many other local manufacturing and milling companies supplied the war effort
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 14; Wood and Covello 1977: 97).

As Holt Manufacturing converted to tank production during the war, Best Tractor
Company (Best) pursued the farm machinery market. Following the war, Holt merged with Best
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to form the Caterpillar Tractor Company and moved its headquarters to Peoria, Illinois in 1925,
leaving Stockton without a farm manufacturer (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 9).

Despite occasional difficulties during the Great Depression, agricultural and related
industries remained a driving force in the Stockton area economy, and public and private
development continued in the City. Stockton’s agricultural community offered refuge for
Midwesterners and Filipinos seeking work during the depression. Many Stockton residents also
worked in local canneries and packing sheds (Architectural Resources Group 2000: 10).

During World War 11, the United States military developed an Army Air Force base at
Old Stockton Field and the Stockton Naval Supply Depot. Manufacturers built and maintained
army equipment, and shipbuilding became the City’s primary industry. As many as
10,000 workers were employed in shipbuilding at one time. Nine Stockton shipyards operated
full time to support the war effort. Still, agricultural and related industries continued as a driving
force in the Stockton economy. The Bracero Program, which offered farmers relief from labor
shortages, was enacted during World War 11 in an agreement between the governments of the
United States and Mexico. The program, which lasted until 1964, brought thousands of farmers
from impoverished regions of Mexico to work on farms primarily in Texas and California and
created the foundation for Mexican migrant workers in California
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 10, 15).

Over the years the farmers of San Joaquin County made substantial contributions to
California and made agriculture the state’s top industry. By the 1990s, annual income from raw
agriculture in San Joaquin County ran well in excess of $1 billion. Stockton’s main business
continues to relate to the processing, growing, and transportation of agricultural products
(Architectural Resources Group 2000: 15).

Water Development

During the latter half of the 19th century and early part of the 20th century, Stockton
experienced several floods, with the flood of 1907 being perhaps the most devastating. By 1861,
officials had established the Mormon Slough Levee along Mormon Avenue. (By 1895 Mormon
Avenue was renamed Hazelton Avenue.) In spite of the levee, flooding problems increased
because farmers diverted the Calaveras River into Mormon Slough even though the slough was
not large enough to carry the water from the river, which caused the slough to overflow. Silt
eventually blocked the slough’s entrance into the Stockton Channel. As early as 1902, a state
senate committee recommended the construction of a diverting canal east of Stockton to take the
water out of Mormon Slough and put it back into the Calaveras. However, the federal
government controlled the waterways, and bureaucratic action was slow. During the 1907 flood,
the Calaveras River, Mormon Slough (also referred to as Mormon Channel), and the Stockton
Channel overflowed and inundated some areas by as much as 3 feet of water. After the
1907 flood, officials secured the right-of-way for the planned diverting canal. Although work to
improve the Mormon Slough levees east of town began in 1909, the City was again flooded that
same year. The diverting canal was not completed until 1911.
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Chapter 3. Research Design

RESEARCH CONTEXT

The following section includes research themes that identify important issues that could
potentially be addressed by the archaeological features (data) that were identified in the APE.
Especially relevant to the research context are issues and themes that cannot be addressed using
data from other sources.

Socioeconomic Variability

A wealth of material culture was available to residents of downtown Stockton in the late
19" century from sources worldwide. Just as artifacts can be used to reinforce the boundaries
between ethnic groups, they can also be used to distinguish status within a particular cultural
group. It has been suggested that communities that display a wide range of wealth in material
culture contain internal divisions by social status (Praetzellis 1994). Differences between those
groups may be represented in archaeological deposits present in the documentary record. The
range of artifact types, and the relative quality and quantity of these types, may provide a
glimpse of 19th century urban American society in downtown Stockton, including those who
worked in the stores, shops, and restaurants; and the residents of the boardinghouses, apartments,
and households (Allen et al. 1999).

Social and Economic Stratification

Social differentiation is reflected in artifact assemblages associated with different classes
occupying the downtown Stockton blocks. Because the downtown blocks within the current
project area contained single-family residences, boardinghouses, and apartments, variation
between and within these resident groups can be discerned by comparing artifact deposits on
different lots, providing a small glimpse of the internal dynamics of downtown Stockton in the
19th and early 20th century. In an era of increased opportunity and migration, social and
economic mobility between classes and distinctions between classes blurred as the middle class
grew.

Urban Lodgings. Whether people lived individually in hotels or boardinghouses (where
both room and meals were provided) or as families in tenements and apartment houses, a
growing number of urban residents in early Stockton lived in multiple-unit residences. The
development of electric streetcars and commuter railroads created more segregated cities and
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towns as urban areas grew in the 19th century. The size of houses and city lots became
conscious and visible symbols of social success or aspirations. Distinct working-class
neighborhoods were also firmly embedded in sections of the urban area (Schlereth 1991: 87-88).

Hotels and boardinghouses were common in America by the 1830s and were a
widespread urban phenomenon by the end of the 19th century. Economic pressures were often
so intense for middle class residents that many single-family homes were subdivided and shared
with boarders. During period boardinghouses were established in company towns, such as the
Lowell boardinghouses that were constructed for young ladies who worked in the Massachusetts
textile factories (Schlereth 1991: 88). Hotels were also residences for transient populations that
only need short-term lodging.

Multiple social classes were involved in the boardinghouse and hotel phenomenon in
19th and early 20th century urban America. Although entire families did live in boardinghouses,
boarders were typically young single men and women who were just beginning their careers.
Boardinghouses often prohibited alcohol and many even had evening curfews. Many
boardinghouses developed reputations as homes for newspaper, legal, or theatrical people
(Schlereth 1991: 104).

For middle class families who often took boarders into their homes, the boarders
provided an extra income and often filled excess rooms in spacious residences. Boardinghouses
run by the middle class usually only housed gentility and required letters of introduction or
references. Women in the household often took charge of the boarders and handled all the
responsibilities for the increased cooking and cleaning that came with opening up one’s home to
boarders. Operating a boardinghouse out of one’s home offered many women employment that
they could not otherwise engage in outside of the home because of gender prejudices or the need
to stay home with small children (Schlereth 1991: 104).

Boardinghouses and hotels became increasingly popular and a necessity in the late
19" century as urban areas grew and became densely populated. In 1890, 44,000 American
families reported that they shared their residence with one or more boarders and by 1900 that
figure had doubled (Schlereth 1991:104). In downtown Stockton, boardinghouses and hotels
appeared during the gold rush to serve the young men who traveled through Stockton to procure
goods and services on their way to the gold fields.

Neighborhoods. Urban neighborhoods were busy areas where residential, commercial,
and industrial activities often overlapped. Residential areas typically consisted of single-family
residences, boardinghouses, and apartments often inhabited by a wide range of individuals and
families from different economic classes and ethnic groups. Archaeologists can study the
differentiation of neighborhoods and communities by comparing archaeological assemblages
from different lots and/or blocks. Separating the influences of ethnicity and economics on a
neighborhood level has proven difficult but must be overcome in order to look at the archaeology
of the region and to discuss social and economic variations between neighborhoods and
communities (Costello 1999).
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Archaeological properties associated with social and economic stratification have the
potential to address the following research questions.

o How do artifact assemblages differ between boardinghouse deposits and
one-family residences?

o How did boardinghouses compare in terms of the services they offered and the
meals they provided?

o What information about boardinghouse dominance and resistance (i.e., the
enforcement restrictions on food, alcohol, and tobacco) can be gleaned from the
archaeological record?

o What information about neighborhood formation (i.e., residential differentiation
and the emergence of homogeneous neighborhoods along social and economic
lines) is available from this resource?

Consumer Behavior

The growth of the capitalist economy during the Industrial Revolution affected the global
and national market economy, labor social structure, and trade networks. In The Modern World
System, Immanuel Wallerstein (1979) argues that the history of postmedieval nations in Europe
and the territories they interacted with cannot adequately be explained without examining them
within the larger world system, in which the economies of all the affected areas are
interconnected in a web of mutual dependence (Lewis 1984:14). An integrated world system of
capitalist economies began to emerge in 19th century America, subordinating new people into
global corporate hierarchies of production, consumption, and power (Crowell 1997:1).

The three structural positions in a world economy include the core, periphery, and
semiperiphery (Wallerstein 1979:18). Convergence of strong local governing bodies and
economic mechanisms created a core, while the lack of local governing bodies combined with
weak economic mechanisms in peripheral areas led to weak ties to the economic system
(Wallerstein 1979:18). According to Wallerstein, capitalism thus involves “not only
appropriation of the surplus value by owner from a laborer, but an appropriation of surplus of the
whole economy by core areas” (Wallerstein 1979:18-19). Because the world economy is a
dynamic system, the core and periphery areas are also changing. According to Wallerstein,
world systems have remained largely politically stable because of the concentration of military
strength in the hand of dominant forces of the economic system (Wallerstein 1979:22).

The concept of world systems is best applied to downtown Stockton in terms of how the
early peripheral supply network of the West, specifically San Francisco and Stockton, evolved
over time and eventually became a core area in the market system where goods and services
were produced, imported, and exported. When the United States obtained control of California
after the Mexican-American War in 1848, the West was a frontier community with weak supply
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and economic links to eastern and international markets. As California continued to grow in
economic importance after the gold rush, Stockton developed stronger ties to the capitalist
economy and the national market. More stable supply networks were established, which
benefited residents of the Bay Area. With the opening up of western markets and the completion
of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, Stockton was connected to large trade networks within
the larger world system and transformed from a peripheral economy into a core of the world
system.

Such changes in the supply networks, and the spatial and temporal changes in the frontier
as part of the world system, should be reflected in the patterning identified during archaeological
analysis. According to Kenneth Lewis, “the regional organization of the frontier activities
requires that their study be carried out on a scale larger than that of the individual site” (Lewis
1984: 4). The transportation network was vital for transporting materials between the frontier
and the heartland, including the consumer goods and services vital to sustaining a growing urban
population in California.

Urbanization in America brought increasing amounts and varieties of consumer goods to
much of the urban population. Urban populations became dependent on mass-produced products
and goods that were now available on a global scale. This was made possible by improved
techniques in the canning process (Rock 1987), glass manufacturing, and bottling (Miller et al.
1991), and through mail-order catalogs. Mail-order catalogs, newspaper advertisements,